
Alzheimer Drugs – Overview of Drug Information Service (DIS) Presentation 
 
The primary document used for this review was prepared by the Oregon Evidence 
Based Practice Center. The Alzheimer drug review was completed in June 2006 and 
includes efficacy and safety data for donepezil, galantamine, memantine, rivastigmine, 
and tacrine. The review focuses specifically on the comparative efficacy and safety of 
these agents in patients with Alzheimer disease. 
 
Novartis, the manufacturer of rivastigmine (Exelon, Exelon patch) submitted 
supplemental information for our review. 
 
The DIS reviewed the document and the supplemental information submitted to us. We 
came to the following conclusions: 
• The efficacy and safety data for the included oral Alzheimer products is current and 

complete. 
• The Oregon document does not include efficacy and safety information for the 

rivastigmine transdermal patch, which was approved in 2007. 
 
The P&T Committee requested supplemental information on the following topics relative 
to the Alzheimer products: 
• List of Alzheimer products available in the US, along with information about dosage 

forms available, generic availability, and monitoring requirements. 
• Information about the efficacy and safety of the rivastigmine transdermal patch. 
The DIS will prepare an overview of this information and present it at the March P&T 
meeting. 
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